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TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

PILOTS of DISTINCTION
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Capt Swope

Captain Richard T. Swope and Captain Michael T.
Demchak of the 9 Tactical Fighter Squadron, Holloman
Air Force Base, New Mexico, have been selected as
Tactical Air Command Pilots of Distinction.

Captains Swope and Demchak were number two in a
flight of four F-4Ds enroute to Spangdahlem Air Base,
Germany. As the formation approached their third air
refueling contact point, about five hours from
Seymour-Johnson AFB, N.C.,, the flight leader
experienced electrical problems which resulted in the
rapid loss of his radio, attitude reference system, and
other related equipment. Unable to continue as leader,
Captain Swope assumed element lead in preparation for a
diversion to the nearest abort base, Lajes in the Azores. A
weather check revealed Lajes was weathered in. The
alternate abort base was Santa Maria Island, 150 miles to
the southeast. An incompatible radio beacon on the island
made it necessary for Captains Swope and Demchak to
use their airborne radar as primary aid for locating the Capt Demchak
island and runway; then for their formation penetration,
approach and landing through the darkness and weather.

Captains Swope and Demchak, by their professional
competence and teamwork, readily qualify as Tactical Air
Command Pilots of Distinction.
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Tactical Air Command

Livew L Ll of dic Monil

Airman First Class Charles R. Welborn of the 524
Tactical Fighter Squadron, Cannon Air Force Base, New
Mexico, has been selected to receive the TAC Crew Chief
Safety Award. Airman Welborn will receive a letter of
appreciation from the Commander of Tactical Air

Command and an engraved award. ARG Wstborn

Tactical Air Command

N\aintenance N‘an o:r t]le Montln.

Sergeant Brian T. Evers of the 4407 Combat Crew
Training Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Florida, has been
selected to receive the TAC Maintenance Man Safety
Award. Sergeant Evers will receive a letter of appreciation
from the Commander of Tactical Air Command and an
engraved award.

Sgt Evers
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